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Background Information: 

• Released: 1942, by Paramount 

Pictures   

• Director: Dan Gordon 

• Producer: Sam Buchwald 

• Voices: Jack Mercer (Popeye / 

Japanese Sailors) 

 

Plot:  Popeye is out sailing when he 

encounters a Japanese fishing boat. 

At first, Popeye only encounters two 

Japanese men on the fishing boat, 

but then the fishing boat turns out to 

be a Japanese battleship in disguise. 

With the aid of his trusty spinach, 

Popeye takes on the entire battleship 

by himself.   

 

Paramount Pictures  

Paramount Pictures produced both live action and cartoon propaganda 

films during World War II. Some popular ones included: Wake Island, Star 

Spangled Rhythm, and For Whom the Bell Tolls. Due to its racist portrayal 

of the Japanese, this cartoon was eventually removed from public 

circulation. Although this negative view of the Japanese was accepted 

during the 1940s, production companies tried to right their wrongs when 

the war ended by removing them from public view.  


